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P&O Cruises Marabelle Gin to be produced in world’s first gin distillery at sea on board new 
ship Iona 
 
P&O Cruises sea-inspired Marabelle Gin is to be produced on board new ship Iona, home to the 
world’s first gin distillery at sea, in partnership with Salcombe Distilling Co. 
 
The unique recipe has been inspired by the terroir of the Scottish island which is Iona’s namesake 
with heather among the 18 botanicals used to create the gin. To this citrus and green apple has 
been added, for freshness, alongside blackberry, rose petals, mint and finally sea kelp, to create a 
richness with a subtle hint of the sea. 
 
The world’s first gin distillery at sea will be found within Anderson’s Bar and Library on board Iona 
which will be serving expertly crafted Marabelle Gin cocktails. The gin will be produced in Iona’s gin 
still ‘Columba’ named after the sixth century founder of the abbey on the island of Iona. Then it will 
be bottled and labelled on board with bottles available for guests to purchase and enjoy at home.  
 
Following its launch on Iona, Salcombe Distilling Co. will distil P&O Cruises Marabelle Gin in its 450-
litre copper still ‘Provident’ in Salcombe to be served across the entire P&O Cruises fleet.  
 
Salcombe Distilling Co. will also bring its gin masterclass expertise to Iona to create two unique 
experiences for P&O Cruises. In one, a gin expert will reveal the secrets to distilling a smooth and 
well-balanced gin, complete with a tutored tasting masterclass. The second class is a smaller more 
intimate experience where guests create their own recipe gin, under the tutelage of the gin expert, 
from a selection of gin botanical distillates created by Salcombe Distilling Co. These specially created 
gins will be bottled for guests to take home. 
 
P&O Cruises also plans to work with Salcombe Distilling Co. to develop exclusive gins inspired by the 
destinations visited. 
 
P&O Cruises president, Paul Ludlow, said: “The world’s first gin distillery at sea will be one of the 
stand-out star attractions on our new ship. Marabelle means star of the sea so this is a perfectly apt 
name for our unique-recipe gin created on board Iona, a ship set to make sea the star.”  
 
Salcombe Distilling Co. co-founder, Angus Lugsdin, said: “This exciting partnership unites two British 
brands with a love of ocean adventures in a beautifully crafted gin. Iona and the sea have been the 
inspiration for every element of Marabelle Gin from the name and the design of the bottle label, with 
the star formations in the night sky overhead, to the flora native to the island of Iona, juniper and 
heather, used in the recipe. 
 
“The bottle label is the shape of a gin pennant flag, a symbol of hospitality flown by sailors for years. 
When hoisted it invites people to come aboard for a G&T, so it’s the perfect icon to symbolise our 
gin brand and partnership.” 
 
For more information or to book call P&O Cruises on 03453 555 111, visit www.pocruises.com or 
contact a travel agent. 
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About P&O Cruises  
P&O Cruises is Britain’s favourite cruise line, welcoming guests to experience the good life and 
enjoy a blend of discovery, relaxation and exceptional service catered towards British tastes.  P&O 
Cruises fleet of premium ships combine genuine service, a sense of occasion and attention to 
detail, ensuring guests have the holiday of a lifetime, every time. 

In 2021, P&O Cruises will launch Iona. The new LNG-powered ship, with 5,200-guest capacity, will 
be the largest ship built to serve the UK market. Iona will feature enhancements to already 
successful brand signature venues from the existing fleet, as well as features newly developed for 
Iona. These include a breath taking three deck atrium in the heart of the ship as well as SkyDome – 
a glass dome exclusively designed by Martin Francis. This will be a world first at sea and offer a 
unique space for both relaxing in all weathers and providing entertainment, featuring aerial 
performers and a wealth of live acts. 

P&O Cruises visits over 200 destinations worldwide and offers itineraries generally ranging from two 
to 17 days and also an annual world cruise. P&O Cruises sails to Australia & New Zealand, Baltic, 
the British Isles, Canada, the Spain, Portugal & the Canary Islands, the Caribbean, Central 
America, the Far East & Asia, the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean, Scandinavia, South America, 
the South Pacific, the United States and Western Europe. 

The company is part of Carnival Corporation & plc (NYSE/LSE: CCL; NYSE:CUK).   
 
For further images visit: 
https://www.pocruisespresspictures.com/p/iona/C359386204/salcombe-gin 
 
To find out more watch the video here: 
https://youtu.be/ymSuUKSqafo 
 
For further press information please contact:  
Michele Andjel, michele.andjel@carnivalukgroup.com 023 8065 6653 / 07730 732 072 
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